COLLECTION AND DISCHARGE OF THE ZAKAT

any means for returning home, after having given him
a pledge of safety, would practically amount to murdering
him. The Hidayah applies the principle of reprisal also as
regards the requirement of nisab, for according to it, if the
harbis tax any quantity, the Moslems also do the same. In
another view of the matter, however, the harbis are never
taxed when their property is little, because they will need it
for food and for satisfying other wants, and because the
property, being little, does not need protection from robbers.

If, finally, the harbis collect no tax from Moslem traders,
then likewise the 'ashir does not collect a tax from the
harbis, " for the fact that they have given up their oppres-
sion (i. e.3 collecting taxes from Moslems) while they have
the power, is on their part an exercise of favor toward us,
but we (i. e., Moslems) are more fit to be possessed with
virtues than the harbis.3' x

The children and women of the harbis are exempt from
tax on condition that similar treatment is accorded to Mos-
lems by the harbis.

If the harbi traders claim that they have debts or that the
year is not complete, their statements are not accepted and
they must pay the tax even if those assertions would be
proved.2 Some say that this applies only in case the prac-
tice of the harbis is not known or, if it is known that they
do not accept similar statements made by Moslem traders
in their country. If therefore it is known that they accept
such statements, their statements then are accepted by the
'ashirs and they are exempted from the tax.3 If, however,
the harbi claims that a certain person is his child or umm
walad (mother of a child, i. e., a slave whose child was
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